WILLIAM SCOTT FARREN
1892-1970
Elected F.R.S. 1945

WiLLiam Scorr FARREN was born in Cambridge on 3 April 1892. I feel I
cannot do better than quote from his own record sent to the Royal Society
on his election.

‘On my father’s side, the family legend is it came from Ireland, but
I know of no records on the point. My great-grandfather was in humble
circumstances in Cambridge. My grandfather was, in turn, rose-grower,
photographer (the first in Cambridge) and publisher of pictures. He was
a great naturalist, particularly Lepidoptera, the friend of most of the
chief workers in this field. My father was trained by him, and is (I think)
almost equally well-known as lepidopterist and ornithologist. (By pro-
fession he was for many years a taxidermist, but has now* a furrier
business.) My grandfather’s brother was Robert, well-known as a
painter and etcher, particularly of Cambridge.

‘On my mother’s side my grandfather was a chemist. Of his brothers,
one was cook at St John’s College, one was manager of Foster’s Bank,
and one was the priest of the Roman Catholic Church, and was (I
believe) largely responsible for getting it built,

‘My father was relatively unsuccessful in money matters, and we were
seldom free from anxiety. But we lived well and found life too interesting
to bother much. We had no “holidays™ as children do now, but we were
left free to roam as far as we liked. My father tried (but without success)
to turn me into an ornithologist, etc. (I knew Wicken Fen first when I
was three years old.) My mother did everything she could to encourage
me to follow my determination to be an engineer, and by the time I was
14 I had a workshop. Two friends} of my father’s helped me and taught
me how to use tools, and by the time I was 19 I was a fairly competent
craftsman,

‘After a short time at the Convent School, I went to the Higher Grade
School, and from there got a scholarship to the Perse School in 1901.
(At this date I was 9, but there was no preparatory school.) The out-
standing teachers were Dr W. H. D. Rouse, L. de Glehn, L. Chauville,

* Written in 1943, He died in 1933,
t One was Mr Thornhill of Boxworth (Cambs.).
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